SILENT DRILL PLATOON

The United States Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon is a highly disciplined platoon that exemplifies the pride
and professionalism associated with all Marines. The SDP is a 24-man rifle unit that performs military drill
movements without any verbal cadence or commands. The drill exhibition concludes with a series of rifle
inspections demonstrating elaborate rifle spins and tosses. The platoon performs during parades and cere-
monies in the National Capital Region, across the United States, and around the world.

Marines of the SDP are infantrymen hand selected from the Marching Companies to perform based on phys-
ical appearance and ceremonial drill acumen. Experienced Marines have the opportunity for selection as one
of the two Rifle Inspectors. These inspectors, along with the Platoon Drill Master, are entrusted with keeping
and passing on the unique knowledge, history and traditions of the Silent Drill Platoon.
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